
After ten months, nearly three thou-
sand miles by land and sea, and the help of
five different ministry organizations and
scores of volunteers, a promise has been
kept! On Thursday, December 12, 2009,
thelobbyof Hospital Shalom in San Benito,
Guatemala was filled with local firefighters,
airport officials, and
even Guatemalan tele-
vision and radio re-
porters as Missionary
Air Grouppresented a
load of donated equip-
ment to the airport
crash-rescue team.
(see the September
2009newsletter)

Some of these
brave men were un-
able to hold back tears
of joy and gratitudeas
thegear was received.
Manuel Antonio Cu-
nil Tut is the Chief of
theairport fire depart-
ment. A second gen-
eration firefighter, the 26 year old Chief
shared ÒWe have seen equipment like this Ð
but only in pictures. We never thought we
would actually have any of our own. We
are overwhelmed.Ó He continued, ÒMany
people have come before and promised
help, but nothing ever came. You have kept
your promise, so now we can see you are
sincere in wanting to bring help to the
Peten. Our door is alwaysopen to you.Ó
As they donned their new (used) Air-Packs,
they explained that a nearby factory has a
couple of these Ðallowing them to be bor-
rowed for training, but then returned. ÒYou
mean we can train and then keep theequip-
ment afterward?Ó One of the men
exclaimed, ÒWhat a blessing!Ó

A public ÒshowÓwas never our in-
tention, but as Airport Director Angel De

La Vega spoke to a live television news
feed, it became apparent just how important
this was to thepeople there. Colonel De La
Vega told reporters ÒIt is with gratitudethat
we accept this gift of help for our firefight-
ers and for our airport. I pledge that we
will do everything in our power to assist

Mi ssi onar y Ai r
Group and Hospital
Shalom in bringing
emergency medical
care to the entire
Peten.Ó Colonel De
La Vega was re-
cently appointed by
thePresident of Gua-
temala as theAdmin-
istrator of theMundo
Maya International
Airport Ð the coun-
tryÕs second largest
airport Ð as well as

Director of Civil Aero-
nautics for the region.

For MAG Presi-

dent Sean Donnelly, thehighlight of theday
was the opportunity to speak personally
with the firefighters. ÒI didnÕt do any of
this,ÓSean shared. ÒIÕm no more than the
delivery boy, a messenger.

[continued on page 2]
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MAG president, Sean Donnelly poses with the
ÒBombarosÓfrom Mundo Maya (above).
FireChief Manuel Antonio Cunil Tut smiles as
he looks over his ÒnewÓequipment (below).



Many people have helped but in the end, God hassent
this equipment to you because He wants you to know of
His great concern and love for you!Ó They agreed.

Hospital Shalomfounder andpresident, Tim
Spurrier perhaps summed it upbest. ÒWhat theseguys
have really received todayis hope.Óhesaid smiling.
ÒItÕs been a goodday.Ó A goodday indeed!

Theproject is still not complete, however, as the
Air-Packs cannotbe placed into service until acharging
system can beobtained to fill the air tanks. Donation of
a used charging system is currently being sought.
Please contact MAG if youknowof anyonewhocan
help. Opportunitiesalso aboundto provideongoing
training for these firefighters.

Thereal workÑ that of gettingan air ambulance
placed into service in the PetenÑ is just beginning.
Thank you to all whohavehelped providethis gift
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Emergency Medical flights: 79 ( 59.2hours)
Community Service flights: 54 ( 54.1hours)
Ministry Support flights: 31 ( 61.2hours)
Reposition for Maintenance: 0 ( 0.0hours)
Total MAG Honduras flights: 164 ( 174.5 hours)

which has paved the way for MAG to bring Òhelp and
hopeÓto thousandsin northern Guatemala! !

Sean inventories theequipment. PraiseGod that not one
piecewas missing or damaged even after such a long trip.

Everything remainson track to move MAG mis-
sionary pilot/mechanic Westley Wiles and his family
along with a dedicated Cessna 206 aircraft into the vil-
lage of RusRusin June2010. So thepush is on to com-
plete repairs to the house and build a hangar prior to
their arrival.

Volunteer construction teams are being formed
to complete an array of projects including: plumbingand
electrical repairs and upgrades; constructing all new
concrete counters in the kitchen and bathroom; building
closet and shelving units; replacing screens; lengthening
theairstrip; and finally, building an aircraft hangar from
scratch. Help is arriving from across the United States
with volunteersandchurches havingcontacted us so far
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from Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Rhode Island,
North Carolina, South Carolina, Pennsylvania, Alabama
andOregon.

Because of theremotenessof thearea, travel into
Rus Rus can only be by plane (that is, after all, why
weÕre needed out there) so teams will have to be small
but highly skilled. If youÕre interested in joining oneof
these Spring2010teams, current trip dates are:

February 11-19
March 13-21,and20-28
April 10-18,and17-25
June12-20,and19-27

For more details, call MAG or go to the website and
click onÒHow To HelpÓthen, ÒShort-Term MissionsÓ!

MAG missionary Westley Wiles inspects hisnew home, and
MAGÕsnew headquarters, in RusRus in preparation for
work teams coming to provideneeded repairs.


